
CatchmentCARE  

(Community Actions for Resilient Ecosystems)  
 

CatchmentCARE (Community Actions for Resilient Eco-systems) is û14m project funded 

under the European Unionõs INTERREG VA Programme and aims to improve freshwater 

quality in cross-border river basins across three cross-border catchments. The aims will be 

achieved through development of three water quality improvement projects in the Finn, 

Blackwater and Arney catchments and installation 50 boreholes across the region. 
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CatchmentCARE (Community Actions for Resilient Eco-systems) is û14m project funded under the European Unionõs 

INTERREG VA Programme and aims to improve freshwater quality in river basins in three cross-border catchments.  
 

The CatchmentCARE Project will aim to establish 3 water quality improvement projects in the Finn  (Donegal-Tyrone); 

the Arney  (Fermanagh-Cavan-Leitrim) and the Blackwater  (Armagh-Tyrone-Monaghan) catchments and install 50 

boreholes across the region. This will be achieved through a combination of policy actions, catchment actions and 

community actions.  The partners each have key expertise which is reflected in the ôWork Packageõ lead roles shared 

across the partnership: 
 

Å Donegal County Council     Lead Partner / Project Management WP 

Å Agri-Food and Bioscience Institute     Legacy WP 

Å Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council Communications WP 

Å British Geological Survey / Geological Survey Ireland Groundwater WP 

Å Inland Fisheries Ireland     Scoping & Action Targeting WP 

Å Loughs Agency      Water Body Actions in Catchments WP 

Å Ulster University      Catchment Land Use Actions WP 
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The CatchmentCARE project was officially launched on 14th June 2018 at the An Grianan Hotel in Burt, Co. 

Donegal. Over 80 delegates were welcomed to the event by Councillor Gerry McMonagle, Cathaoirleach of 

Donegal County Council. There were addresses by Michael McGarvey, Director of Service (Donegal County 

Council), Seamus Neely, Chief Executive (Donegal County Council), and Mark Feeney, Director of Managing 

Authority (Special EU Programmes Body). Con McLaughlin, CatchmentCARE Manager gave the audience an 

overview of the project outlining the benefits that will be afforded to water quality in the three catchments. 

 
Presentations were then given by Dr. Donnacha Doody (AFBI) on Land Use Actions, Dr Marcus Malley (ABC 

Council) on Water Body Actions and Taly Hunter-Williams (GSI) on Ground Water Actions. Guest speaker 

for the day was popular TV presenter Mr. Joe Mahon, who gave some thoughts on his ôLesser Spotted 

Journeysõ and helped launch the CatchmentCARE logo. Closing remarks on the launch were given by Andy 

Fanning, Programme Manager (EPA) and Tim Irwin, Head of Water Management Unit (NIEA).  

 
Local schools were also on hand with an array of interesting project work that they have carried out as part 

of the water topic in the Green / Eco-School programme  

 

The afternoon saw a visit to Inch Wildlife Reserve, where Wildlife Ranger, Lee McDaid gave the delegates a 

guided tour of the reserve  and explained the history, wildlife and management of the area. 

 

 

CatchmentCARE Launched in Donegal 

http://donegal.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=56cb8a0142ad4fb893d64a522bd57d13#
http://donegal.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=56cb8a0142ad4fb893d64a522bd57d13#
http://donegal.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=56cb8a0142ad4fb893d64a522bd57d13#
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/
https://www.afbini.gov.uk/
https://www.armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/
https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
http://www.loughs-agency.org/
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/

